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Profile of a U.S. Megachurch 2020 (Pre-pandemic)
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74% of Megachurches Are Growing, Often at Fast Rates
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Source: 2020 megachurch survey by Hartford Institute for Religion Research, ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability), and Leadership Network.




Megachurches Are Expanding Their Impact by Attendance and More

Multisite megachurches
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Source: 2020 megachurch survey by Hartford Institute for Religion Research, ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability), and Leadership Network.




Multiracial Megachurches Continue to Increase

c 60%
2

F—y 50%
S 40%
=

S 30%
S 20%
2 10%
=

g 0%
k= 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

Source: 2020 megachurch survey by Hartford Institute for Religion Research, ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability), and Leadership Network.




Multiracial Megachurches Become That Way Because
They Strive to Be Diverse
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"Our congregation is striving to be diverse (e.g. racially, ethnically, socio-economically)"

Source: 2020 megachurch survey by Hartford Institute for Religion Research, ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability), and Leadership Network.




Small Groups



Regular Participants Are Attending
Worship Less Frequently
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Source: 2020 megachurch survey by Hartford Institute for Religion Research, ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial

Accountability), and Leadership Network. Figure 8




Small Groups as a Central Strategy
in Megachurches Continues to Increase
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Source: 2020 megachurch survey by Hartford Institute for Religion Research, ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability), and Leadership Network.




The More Members in Small Groups,
the Greater the Church’s Growth

Churches with modest to significant growth over 5 years
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Percent of membership in small groups

Source: 2020 megachurch survey by Hartford Institute for Religion Research, ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial

Accountability), and Leadership Network.
Figure 7




Increased Involvement in Small Groups
Makes a Huge Difference

Less of the church is involved in small groups (40% or less)
More of the church is involved in small groups (41% or more)

Megachurch Participants

Volunteer regularly at church

Are involved with recruiting new people

Talk about their faith with those who
are not part of their congregation

Are new to the congregation in the last 5 years
10% 20% 30% 40%
Megachurch (:ongregations

Grew rapidly over the last 5 years

Do service projects in the local community

Incorporate newcomers into the congregation

Are willing to change to meet new challenges

Emphasize living out one's faith in all aspects of
daily life (e.g., work, family, civic engagement)

Emphasize regular worship attendance
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Source: 2020 megachurch survey by Hartford Institute for Religion Research, ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability), and Leadership Network.




Senior Pastor



A Megachurch’s Greatest Growth Occurs
Between Years 5 and 20 for the Lead Pastor
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Source: 2020 megachurch survey by Hartford Institute for Religion Research, ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial

Accountability), and Leadership Network. Figure 15
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The Longer the Pastor Is at the Church, the Less Likely to Merge, Plant or Open Campuses
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Source: 2020 megachurch survey by Hartford Institute for Religion Research, ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability), and Leadership Network.

Figure 18




A Megachurch’s Spiritual Vitality Peaks
Between 10 and 20 Years Under the Same Senior Pastor
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Source: 2020 megachurch survey by Hartford Institute for Religion Research, ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability), and Leadership Network.

Figure 21




Megachurch Pastors Seem Better Prepared
for Succession Than in 2015
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Accountability), and Leadership Network.
Figure 17







Significant Growth Means Decreased Per Capita Giving
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Megachurch growth rate over the last 5 years

Source: 2020 megachurch survey by Hartford Institute for Religion Research, ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability), and Leadership Network. Fiute 22




More Data




Megachurches Are Strongly Involved
in Their Local Community
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"Our congregation is actively involved in our local community"

Source: 2020 megachurch survey by Hartford Institute for Religion Research, ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability), and Leadership Network.




Megachurches Have Increased Their Involvement...

With Other Christian Groups With Other Faith Traditions
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Source: 2020 megachurch survey by Hartford Institute for Religion Research, ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability), and Leadership Network.




Megachurches Take Little Political Action

In the past 12 months, has the congregation organized any groups, meetings, classes,
or events specifically focused on the following purposes or activities?

Distribute voter guides

14%

Make an effort to get people
registered to vote

14%

11%

Get out the vote during an election

Discuss politics 7%
Organize or participate in a
demonstration or march

1%

Organize or participate in efforts to lobby
elected officials of any sort

3%

I ] ] ] )
0 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Source: 2020 megachurch survey by Hartford Institute for Religion Research, ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability), and Leadership Network.




Megchurches Avoid Discussing Politics,
In Part Because They Are Politically Diverse

This congregation avoids discussing political issues when it gathers

16%

Disagree

66°%

Disagree

Source: 2020 megachurch survey by Hartford Institute for Religion Research, ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability), and Leadership Network.




