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www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2020/may/letter-to-governor-pritzker-churches-open-closed.html 
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Bible
Levitical Social Distancing Laws 

infections, leprosy, discharge 

Jeremiah 29:7 
seek the welfare of the city 

Acts 4:18-20 
There is a time when we forgo the laws of man 

Roman 13 
Respect for authority 

Hebrews 10:25 
don’t forsake assembling

1 Corinthians 8-9  
weaker conscience 

Ephesians 6:12  
our enemy is not each other

1 Peter 2:13-14  
Gov’t is God’s instrument

Titus 3:1  
Be submissive and obedient to authority



Law
Checks & balances 

Right & responsibility to civilly question 
authority. 

Existing cases trying to define legality. 
(we’re supportive) 

5/11 Kentucky restraining order on the 
governor’s order; same pursuit in IL 

Protest – yes, but be careful who  
you are associating with. 
Great concern of unrest.



Safety

This is a health risk. 
Some in our body are at high risk.



Unity
We speak from diverse values and experiences. 

Our identity transcends political parties. 
We don’t want inadvertently exclude. 

Let’s keep our love for one another first. 
John 17 – Jesus prayer for us. 

Col 3:1-4 Our identity is with Christ! 
We have people who have 

loved ones during this.  
(yesterday & today)



Mission
Evangelism matters. 

Our neighbor matters. 
Our standing in the community matters. 

5/11 - 70% of Americans want more social 
distancing 

Romans 12:18 – live peaceably with all. Serve the 
community with kindness. 

1 Timothy 2:1-4 First response =  
pray for our leaders, not protest them. 

1 Tim 3: We should be thought well  
of by outsiders

Only 12% of Americans say 
the measures where they 
live go too far. About twice 
as many people, 26%, 
believe the limits don’t go 
far enough. The majority of 
Americans — 61% — feel 
the steps taken by 
government officials to 
prevent infections of 
COVID-19 in their area are 
about right.



Be Careful Not to Slander

• Online debates – be careful you can hardly open Facebook without seeing a 
Christian has posted claims they cannot possibly know to be true…  Because the 
sole grounds for conspiracy theories is unreliable hearsay, they do not meet the 
standard for knowledge. They are therefore not in possession of the truth, and 
thus guilty of slander. 

• In an age of social media, that lacks the functional information-spreading 
restraints of past eras, let us be all the more slow to post (“slow to speak” 
— James 1:19) analysis, speculation, and commentary on information about 
another person or group, even if it has become public in our slander-saturated 
culture, that might eventually prove slanderous. All the serious biblical warnings 
about slander still apply, which should make us all, especially those of us with 
“platforms,” tremble.  (Jon Bloom)

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.19
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Personal Growth Platform 

insights for you to know the people in your church and community better, help  
them flourish, and make strategic ministry decisions with confidence. 
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Weekly Pastor Poll

N E W   Q U E S T I O N S   E A C H   W E E K



 
Return to Church 



 
XPastor Results +

What type of precaution should be  
our top priority for worship gatherings?



 
XPastor Results +

As local governments begin to lift bans against churches meeting, which 
of the following best describes your attitude toward returning to a 

worship service at church? 



 
XPastor Results +

Which other type of activity BEST signals to you that it is time 
to open in-person worship at the church?



 
XPastor Results +

Do you expect the church to offer children’s and student 
ministries as we resume?



 
Gloo Platform +



 
Get Started 

Register  
Your Church

Give return  
to church check-in

Serve 
with Data

www.xpastor.org/gloo +

http://www.xpastor.org/gloo
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